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On behalf of the people of California, 

whom Detective Davis served so brave-
ly, I extend my gratitude and deepest 
sympathies to his wife, Jessica; daugh-
ters Angelique and Samantha; step-
children Ivey and Chayse; mother 
Deborah; brother Jason; and grand-
parents Bob and Joan. 

We are forever indebted to him for 
his courage and sacrifice, and he will 
be deeply missed.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DANNY P. OLIVER 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Danny Oliver, an ex-
perienced peace officer, dedicated pub-
lic servant, and beloved son, husband 
and father who was tragically killed in 
the line of duty on October 24, 2014. 

Danny Oliver was born on February 
9, 1967, and grew up in the Del Paso 
Heights neighborhood of Sacramento. 
Both his father’s career as a firefighter 
and his own experiences growing up in 
a high-crime neighborhood helped 
shape Danny Oliver’s commitment to 
strengthening his community through 
public service. After graduating from 
the Sheriff’s Academy at the top of his 
class, Danny joined the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department in 1999. 

During his 15-year career with the 
Department, Deputy Oliver worked in 
the main jail, patrol, and most re-
cently as a member of the Problem Ori-
ented Policing, P.O.P., team, working 
closely with the community to reduce 
crime and improve public safety. Dep-
uty Oliver knew that this job came 
with great personal risk. He under-
stood it required a unique ability to 
gain the trust of local leaders and resi-
dents. As Deputy Oliver’s colleagues 
and family recall so admiringly, he ex-
celled at it all—arriving to work an 
hour early, answering every email, and 
attending countless community meet-
ings in the neighborhoods he worked so 
diligently to protect. 

Deputy Oliver’s partner in life was 
his loving wife of 25 years, Susan Oli-
ver. While Danny attended the 
Sherriff’s Academy, Susan worked two 
jobs to support their family so her hus-
band could follow his dream. Together 
they raised two beautiful daughters, 
Melissa and Jenny. The family enjoyed 
spending time together and traveling, 
making many happy memories before 
Danny’s life was so senselessly and 
tragically cut short. 

On behalf of the people of California, 
whom Deputy Oliver served so bravely, 
I extend my gratitude and deepest sym-
pathies to Susan, Melissa, Jenny, and 
Danny’s parents, Bill and Jeri Oliver. 

We are forever indebted to him for 
his courage and sacrifice, and he will 
be deeply missed.∑ 
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REMEMBERING MARTIN LITTON 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the memory of Martin Litton, a leg-

endary conservationist and great out-
doorsman who died on November 30 at 
the age of 97. 

Clyde Martin Litton was born in Los 
Angeles on February 13, 1917. As an 
English major at UCLA, he met his fu-
ture wife, Esther, and became a con-
servation activist—forming a student 
group that kept roads out of Califor-
nia’s wildlands. After graduating in 
1939, he worked as the publicist for an 
Arizona dude ranch and as a tour guide 
at the Los Angeles Times. When war 
broke out, he joined the Army Air 
Corps and became a glider pilot flying 
missions behind enemy lines. In gentler 
times, he piloted his own plane and 
loved taking environmental and polit-
ical leaders for wild rides into the wild. 

After the war, Martin returned to the 
Times as a freelance writer, filing sto-
ries and photos from long backpacking 
trips with his wife and young family. 
He later worked at Sunset magazine, 
first as travel editor and later as senior 
editor. 

In 1952, David Brower, the first exec-
utive director of the Sierra Club— 
which had hitherto been a hiking and 
outdoors group with little involvement 
in public policy—enlisted Litton to 
help him fight the Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s plan to build two dams at Dino-
saur National Monument, and the 
group successfully lobbied Congress to 
scuttle the plan by 1956. That battle 
helped transform the Sierra Club into 
the powerful national advocacy organi-
zation we know today, with Litton sup-
porting the Club’s activism as a mem-
ber of the national board from 1964 to 
1972. 

Along with his good friend Brower, 
Litton is widely recognized as one of 
the founders of the modern environ-
mental movement. Brower called Mar-
tin his ‘‘environmental conscience’’ be-
cause he never compromised his prin-
ciples as he led the conservation move-
ment to some of its greatest victories. 
With his eloquent writing, beautiful 
photographs, and fiery rhetoric, he in-
spired the efforts to keep dams out of 
the Grand Canyon, a ski resort out of 
the Sierras’ pristine Mineral King Val-
ley, and logging out of the Giant Se-
quoia National Monument. He was in-
strumental in the creation of Redwood 
National Park in 1968; 2 years later, 
dissatisfied with the park’s boundaries, 
he led the successful fight to protect an 
additional 48,000 acres. 

A longtime oarsman and whitewater 
enthusiast, Litton also started a com-
pany in 1971 to take tourists through 
his beloved Grand Canyon in small 
wooden boats. He maintained an active 
role in Grand Canyon Dories and at 87 
became the oldest person ever to pilot 
a boat through the Canyon. 

A fierce and determined defender of 
our nation’s wildlands, Martin Litton 
was a force of nature—and a force for 
the preservation of nature. On behalf of 
the people of California, who have ben-
efitted so much from his life work, I 
send my deepest gratitude and condo-
lences to his beloved wife, Esther; chil-

dren John, Donald, Kathleen, and 
Helen; five grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. Martin’s memory 
and legacy will live on with everyone 
who loves America’s priceless natural 
heritage, which he did so much to pre-
serve and protect.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOWCOUNTRY 
STUDENTS 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I wish 
to commend the hard work and 
achievement of a team of students and 
their teacher in my State of South 
Carolina. 

I believe that education, and espe-
cially STEM education, is a key to suc-
cess, and I am thrilled to see students 
across my State and our Nation cre-
ating original research to compete for 
the honor of having their experiments 
performed in space by the Student 
Spaceflights Experiments Program. 

This year, this team of Lowcountry 
students and teachers collaborated on 
an extraordinary experiment design to 
test the formation of tin whiskers in 
lead-free solder in space flight. With 
tin whisker formation causing failures 
in devices ranging from space satellites 
to pacemakers, the students chose an 
important and relevant topic for their 
work. 

Rachel Lindbergh, a senior at the 
Palmetto Scholars Academy, Gabriel 
Voigt, a sophomore at Bishop England 
High School, and Joseph Garvey, a 
sophomore at Palmetto Scholars Acad-
emy, came together with their teacher 
facilitator Kelly Voigt and put in a tre-
mendous number of hours to create an 
excellent research project design. 

The team’s experiment will be 
launched into space as part of the Stu-
dent Spaceflight Experiments Program 
Mission 6 to the International Space 
Station. 

I am very proud of their work, and 
hope that it will serve as an example 
for all students that if you work hard 
and follow your passion, there is no 
telling where it may lead you.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LOREN DUKE 
ABDALLA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I wish to honor the heroic service of 
Loren Duke Abdalla, a member of the 
Yankton Sioux Tribe and the great 
grandson of the great Chief Running 
Bull. Corporal Abdalla, better known 
as ‘‘Duke’’, is a brave Marine who 
fought courageously in the Pacific The-
ater of World War II, earning the Pur-
ple Heart. 

Duke enlisted into the U.S. Marine 
Corps in October of 1943. After finishing 
his basic training at the age of 18, he 
was sent to the island of New Caledonia 
before being assigned to Pavuvu Island 
alongside the First Marine Division, 
1st Regiment, 1st Battalion, A Com-
pany, 1st Platoon. Shortly after his 
training on Pavuvu Island, Duke’s regi-
ment was given orders to invade the Is-
land of Peleliu on September 15, 1944. 
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